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Pastor Springer was recalled to serve 
in active duty and received the Air 
Force Achievement Medal for his serv-
ice. 

After 15 years of service to his Na-
tion, Pastor Springer was called to 
serve God and entered Concordia Semi-
nary in St. Louis in 1977. After grad-
uating, Pastor Springer was ordained 
as a pastor of the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod in 2000. 

He received his first call to Saint 
John Evangelical Lutheran Church and 
School in Chester, Illinois. His service 
to his church and his community, in-
cluding his work as chairman of the 
Chester Veterans Memorial Com-
mittee, earned him the honor of Out-
standing Citizen of Chester in 2001. 

Today, Pastor Springer serves as sen-
ior pastor of Trinity Lutheran Min-
istries of Edwardsville, Illinois, where 
he oversees a church, Christian day 
school, and a day school center. He has 
completed three mission trips to 
Kazakhstan, Haiti, and Honduras and is 
working to complete his clinical pas-
toral education at Alexian Brothers 
Medical System in St. Louis. 

Pastor Springer has been a model of 
service for his community, his church, 
and his Nation; and it’s truly my 
honor, Pastor, to join my colleagues in 
welcoming you as our guest chaplain. 
It’s a privilege to represent you, and 
it’s a privilege that you’re here today. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BASS of New Hampshire). The Chair 
will entertain up to 15 further requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT 

(Mr. FLEISCHMANN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of a balanced 
budget amendment to our Constitu-
tion. 

For 24 years, I ran my own small 
business with my wife. We had to bal-
ance our budget every month and every 
year. I’ve also raised three boys with 
my wife, and we’ve had to balance our 
budget as a family in order to live 
within our means. 

I believe the United States Constitu-
tion is one of the greatest documents 
ever written, and I don’t take amend-
ing it lightly. However, we must curb 
the voracious appetite of the Federal 
Government and get our fiscal House in 
order. 

We passed the $15 trillion mark in 
our national debt yesterday, and we 
are seeing other countries around the 
world succumb to their debt. We must 
fix our debt crisis before it’s too late. 

I am proud to be a cosponsor of this 
balanced budget amendment to our 
Constitution, and I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote in favor of House Joint 

Resolution 2. Our kids and grandkids 
are depending on it. 
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SANCTITY OF VEGETABLES 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Congress seems 
determined to undermine recent nutri-
tion standards proposed by the Obama 
administration. It’s shameful that we 
are poised to intervene to make sure 
that pizza continues to count as a vege-
table and that we protect the privi-
leged status of French fries on the 
lunch tray. 

The problem we have in front of us is 
the institution of vegetables has been 
weakened in this country, and the ef-
fort to redefine it on this vast social 
experiment that we have going on, re-
defining vegetables differently than 
they have ever been defined by man-
kind before. This effort of this vast so-
cial experiment, the early data that we 
see from other places harms the insti-
tution of the family, the raising of the 
next generation, and is harmful to the 
future of the Republic. 
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BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. You 
know, this month the national debt 
will reach the unprecedented level of 
$15 trillion. That’s nearly $48,000 per 
American. 

Under President Obama, the national 
debt’s increased faster than any other 
U.S. President in history. Now more 
than ever, it’s time to get our Nation’s 
fiscal house in order to prevent another 
big, fat Greek catastrophe. 

The American people have made it 
abundantly clear that Congress should 
balance the Federal budget just like 
families and business owners across the 
country have to do every single day. A 
balanced budget amendment is the so-
lution we need to break Washington’s 
reckless spending habit. 

I implore the President and my col-
leagues in the Senate to join the House 
in passing the balanced budget amend-
ment and send it to the States. We 
can’t endure this any longer, and we 
need to fix it. Americans want, need, 
and deserve to know we’re going to live 
within our means just as they all live 
within their means. 
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PRESERVE MEDICARE AND SOCIAL 
SECURITY 

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
speak in strong opposition to cuts in 
Medicare and Social Security. 

In these last few days and the most 
important days that we face, I chal-

lenge the supercommittee to put poli-
tics aside and to work together to 
come up with a balanced, bipartisan 
deal that will strengthen and preserve 
our Nation’s most successful health 
care and anti-poverty health programs. 

Across-the-board cuts, which will re-
sult from the supercommittee’s failure 
to work together, will do nothing more 
than increase health care costs to sen-
iors and the disabled and weaken our 
already vulnerable economy. 

I have received countless phone calls, 
stacks of letters, boxes of cards from 
concerned constituents all over north 
Texas who wait in fear to hear the fate 
of their economic future. I urge the 
supercommittee to reject any policies 
that will result in higher costs for our 
Nation’s sick and elderly. 
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BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT 

(Ms. HAYWORTH asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, last 
week a constituent from 
Washingtonville, New York, wrote this 
to me: 

‘‘I balance my family budget, so 
please explain to me why we don’t have 
the will to balance the Federal budget? 
Pass a balanced budget amendment and 
future generations will be far better 
off. If not, we will have left them our 
errors.’’ 

Another one of my constituents—his 
first name is Joseph—and Joseph, I 
want to assure you that I agree with 
you completely. These are my sons. 
This is my family. These are Will and 
Jack. Together, as our distinguished 
colleague from Texas just told us, they 
owe nearly $100,000 to the national debt 
as of today. They had no part at all in 
creating it. 

Every dollar that the Federal Gov-
ernment spends has 40 cents in debt. 
That is unconscionable intergenera-
tional theft. It must stop, and we must 
stop it this week. I urge all of our col-
leagues across the aisle to pass the bal-
anced budget amendment. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind Members to direct 
their remarks to the Speaker and not 
to a perceived viewing audience. 
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A BALANCED BUDGET AMEND-
MENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

(Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in strong support of the 
balanced budget amendment to the 
Constitution. 

The fact is for too long Washington 
has not made the necessary and tough 
decisions that need to be made to get 
our budget deficit under control. Work-
ing families in Indiana know all too 
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